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aware of an infection risk to patients. The American Academy of Ophthalmology has reported that 
transmission of adenovirus and herpes simplex virus HIV, hepatitis C virus (HCV), enterovirus 70, 
Pseudomonas aeruginosa, methicillin-resistant Staphylococcus aureus, Acanthamoeba, and prions 
(transmissible spongiform encephalopathies, such as Creutzfeldt-Jakob disease) could occur from failure to 
adequately disinfect ophthalmology devices, such as tonometers.
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Despite this information, a review of Joint Commission survey data identified either a lack of awareness of 
the requirements or misinterpretation of manufacturer’s instructions — combined with lack of staff training 
and leadership oversight — related to the 
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